[Intravenous immunoglobulins in autoimmune and inflammatory disorders: beyond a simple substitution].
Despite their widespread use since many years in autoimmune and inflammatory disorders, the mechanisms of action of IVIg have not been completely understood. These mechanisms depend on Fc and/or F(ab')2. IVIg interacts with the different components of the immune system: Fc receptors, complement, cytokines, T and B lymphocytes, dendritic cells, granulocytes and NK cells. Here, we discuss the recent advances in the understanding of the mechanisms of action of IVIg, in particular the importance of the sialylated Fc fragment. These advances maybe help us conceive better therapeutic strategies against autoimmune and inflammatory disorders.